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DIVINE MEDICINAL PLANTS, PLANTS BASED MEDICINAL PRODUCTS,
PANCHAGAVYA AND THEIR ROLE IN INTEGRATED RURAL DEVELOPMENT

Medicinal plants and their products have been used by mankind in health care since the inception of
civilization. India has contributed to their development since Vedic period and their subsequent
development by sages like Chark, Sushrut, Madhav, Agasthya and others. Its development through
Ayurveda and Siddha has also contributed to evolution of Unani & Chinese Medicine as well as Western
Allopathic system where these drugs are used in preventive, promotive as well as curative aspects of
health care. Owing to the established advantages of the herbal medicines, these are highly popular,
beside India, in Korea, China, Japan, Nepal, Bhutan, Netherlands, France, Germany and many other
countries. A large number of pharmaceutical firms from these countries are fast capturing the market of
drugs based on plants. Unfortunately, India is still not able to utilize the opportunities adequately and
exploitits hidden business potential.

India has an enormous variety of medicinal plants. We have to create an environment for use of
medicinal plants and medicines derived from plants at the homes of the people for their various
ailments. For this purpose, availability of medicinal plants to the community and the knowledge of their
use for remedy of different diseases are necessary for which people have to be trained to maintain such
plants and also be aware of the correct use of plant materials and their safe doses. The widespread
medicinal use of the plant, Tulsi, in most homes in the country, shows how some essential medical help
can be extended to the deprived sections of the society through medicinal plants grown at home. Their



organized cultivation, preservation, processing and marketing can create employment opportunities for
millions, especially in the rural areas which today witness migration of young aspirants to urban areas for
jobs. Cultivation of medicinal plants by farmers along with their traditional farming and their semi-
processing at the farm level can create employment, business, and trading opportunities for rural youth
and may certainly boost the income of farmers. Thereby bringing prosperity to the farmers and improve
health of their family members. However, farmers have to be trained to cultivate the herbs.
Unfortunately farmers sometime face great difficulty for marketing the herbs, due to lack of farmer-
friendly marketing systems in rural areas.

The Prime objective of the Council for Development of Rural Areas is economic and social
development of Rural areas for which the Council organizes seminars, conferences, and training camps,
and also publishes the journal, Gram Vikas Jyoti.The theme of such activities revolves around
dissemination of scientific & technological information appropriate for rural industries, skill development
of artisans and handicrafts, agriculture, medicinal & aromatic plants , bio-industrial watershed
management etc. Accordingly, the Council for Development of Rural Areas had organized a conference
and exhibition on “Strategy for Development of full potential of phytomedicines for employment
generation, Export and Health for all” at Pragati Maidan, New Delhi in 1997. The impact of this
conference brought revolutionary development in the field of Medicinal Plants, especially in increasing
awareness on the benefits of Ayurveda in the country.

Taking into consideration the impact of the 1997 conference on research ,Industry, trade and vaidya
Community, the Council for Development of Rural Areas has decided to further intensify its activities in
this direction in more directed manner on medicinal plants and plants based drugs in improving and
empowering rural economy and thus has decided to organize a second Conference and Exhibition on
DIVINE MEDICINAL PLANTS, PLANTS BASED MEDICINAL PRODUCTS, PANCHAGAVYA AND
THEIR ROLE IN INTEGRATED RURAL DEVELOPMENT, at VIGYAN BHAWAN,Maulana Azad
Road,New-Delhi,on 21st &22nd Feb.2014.

The 2nd Conference is expected to catalyze the percolation of knowledge and awareness of the
important theme, and move to the grass root level (farmers & villagers) of the society. Thus the use of
medicinal plants and plants based products should become normal practice in daily life of the people to
keep them free from diseases and ailments. The Promotion of medicinal plants will help the farming
community to earn higher incomes and net profits, which are missing at present for most of the farmers.
The conference will also evolve strategies for development of drugs from these plants to promote
indigenous herbal drug industry, export of quality drugs, and promotion of interest of farmers and tribals
who are engaged in cultivation and collection of medicinal plants.

In order to grow medicinal plants at homes, and to promote its cultivation by farmers it is necessary
to make high quality planting material available easily and in abundance to both, the community as well
as to the farmers. For this purpose, Tissue Culture Labs need to be established, seed depots and plant
material banks will have to be created as genuine source of high quality planting material. Special kits of
some select medicinal plants need to be designed for supply of planting material at homes for families.

For Indian herbal industry to compete in the international market, the plant based drug
manufacturers will have to use high quality raw material with high bio-active content , and adopt
prescribed ayurvedic processes for manufacture of herbal drugs with inputs of modern technologies. This
is a challenge for agriculture universities, R&D scientists and manufacturers. Here private sector has an
enormous role to play in coordination with R&D labs and agricultural universities to produce high quality
genuine herbal drugs keeping in view the efficacy and safety aspects.

It is very well known that Cow and Agriculture are inseperable for the Indian farmer. The
Panchagavya is the blend of Cow's milk, curd, ghee, urine and dung. They contain vitamins and minerals.



Charak Samhita and Sushrut and other books have mentioned their use in more then 3500 formulae for
medicines and in treatment of 110 diseases.

The real challenge at present is to translate the knowledge on medicinal plants, cultivation,
processing and marketing to be profitable to the farmer. For this purpose, real life economically viable
demonstration models at the farm level will have to be created which can become a training ground for
the farmers. These Models need to be economically viable, and at a scale to become self- sustainable and
replicable.

The Farmer has to be brought at the centre stage of all activities .In order to boost income level of the
farmers ,besides transfer of technological knowledge to the farmers, the management, and marketing
activity for supply of raw materials & products within the country and for exports has to be done directly
by the farmers making utmost use of information technology. This is the real need of the hour.

Why is it that the graduates passing out from Agricultural Universities are reluctant to stay at the
villages? Can we find a solution to stop this migration? Perhaps some Agricultural Collages would have to
become Agri-Businesss Collages to educate and train the RURAL YOUTH as AGRI-BUSINESS
ENREPRENEURS. Agricultural Universities should takeup this key issue of migration and develop suitable
Human Resource Development Model as Agri-Business Entreprenures.

India is blessed with Himalayan range as a God given asset for natural habitat of precious herbal
plants. It has been observed that these precious natural plant resources are being over exploited and
many medicinal plants have become extinct. It is important to realise that the man has to become friendly
with plants, and in place of consumerist approach, it is necessary to understand that health and
happiness can also be gained by preserving, protecting , serving and worshiping the divine and spiritual
medicinal plants, which inspires to lead a divine life. To propagate this truth & message in the society, we
will have to practically demonstrate that Divinity can be infused in the human being through plants . To
demonstrate this, the Medicinal plant has to be made healthiest, highly pure ,and Divine like.

To achieve the above mentioned objectives with beneficial results, the following sub-themes have been
proposed:

1. Healthforall

1.1 Benefits of medicinal plants & the methods of their growing at home, their use in day to day
life for family health and, primary health care.

1.2 Todisseminate the knowledge through education and training in schools and in community.
2. High quality planting material, raw material and its processing.
2.1 R&D work to authenticate and improve the medicinal properties of the plants
2.2 Organic farming of medicinal plants in various agro-climatic zones by marginal farmers.
2.3 Tissue culture labs for medicinal plants
2.3.1 Development of protocols
2.3.2 Developing high quality planting material for cultivation for farmers and for families.
2.3.3 Developing high quality raw material for manufacturing industries
2.3.4 Saving rarest plants from extinction.

2.4 Post harvesting technology for their semi-processing at farmers level, and assured marketing
at appropriate price.



3. Panchgavya

3.1 Role of Panchgavya in medi-culture
4. Role of private sector

4.1 Role of private sector in rural development through Medicinal Plants.

4.2 Probing methods and techniques for manufacturing high quality herbal medicines.
5. Divinity and sacredness associated with medicinal plants

5.1 Spirituality, divinity and sacredness associated with medicinal plants (present vista and future
possibilities)

5.2 Spreading awareness and changing mindset of the society from an approach of consumerism
to care and conservation of plants.

6. Model demonstration plants at farm level

6.1 Setting up end-to-end Demonstration Models at farm level for cultivation, semi-processing,
storage, preservation, and marketing for creating employment, business & entrepreneurial
opportunities for the rural youth.

6.2 Development of Agri-Business Entreprenures —An HRD Model

In order to discuss and formulate policy measures on the above theme and sub- themes, this
conference will provide a platform for interaction between representatives of manufacturers of drugs
from medicinal plants, whole sale and retail traders in botanical drugs and the farmers. The Conference
will also invite representatives of Councils of Ayurveda, Unani, Sidha, Homeopathy, Scientists from CSIR ,
ICMR, ICAR, and Agricultural Universities, representatives of the Govt. and Non-govt. agencies including
forest departments, Ayurveda vaidyas, Siddha Experts, Homeopaths and Unani hakims.

You are requested to write to us at your earliest any Key issue on any of the above Sub-themes for
detailed discussion at the Conference, to enable us to provide a specific time for the purpose.

It is proposed to publish a SOUVENIR to be released by the President of India, containing abstracts
of papers, schemes of Govt.Departments for farmers, and maufacturers in the area of medicinal plants,
technologies for pre-processing and processing of medicinal plants at farm level. Messages and
Advertisements are invited for including in the Souvenir and may kindly be sent on-line at
srishandilya@rediffmail.com, sdgarg02@gmail.com and also one hard copy to

THE EDITOR, CONFERENCE SOUVENIR ON DIVINE MEDICINAL PLANTS, PLANTS BASED MEDICINAL
PRODUCTs, PANCHAGAVYA AND THEIR ROLE IN INTEGRATED RURAL DEVELOPMENT Gramin Khhetriya
Vikas Parishad, 2,VIGYAN LOK,ANAND VIHAR,DELHI-110092.

It is also proposed to bring out a PUBLICATION related to the Theme and sub-themes of the
Conference. Special articles are invited for this Conference publication. Papers may be sent on-line to
and also one hard copy, to

THE EDITOR, CONFERENCE PUBLICATION ON" DIVINE MEDICINAL PLANTS, PLANTS BASED MEDICINAL
PRODUCTs, PANCHAGAVYA AND THEIR ROLE IN INTEGRATED RURAL DEVELOPMENT, GRAMIN,
KHHETRIYA VIKAS PARISHAD, 2, VIGYAN LOK, ANAND VIHAR, DELHI-110092.

Note: Gramin Chhetriya vikas Parishad have been bringing out a "GRAM VIKAS JYOTI” magazine for the
last twenty five years which introduces to the rural people the various rural development programmes
and progress achieved.
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